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PROCEEDINGS. 


CANE CREEK CuurRcH, BUNCOMBE Co., July 28th, 1882. 


HE representatives from the Baptist churches in Buncombe 
county, met in Convention this day for the purpose of organ- 
izing a ‘‘Buncombe County Baptist Sunday School Convention.” 

On motion, Elder W. W. Wells was called to the chair, and 
Elder A. I. Justice, secretary. 

Prayer by Elder E. J. Morgan. 

In the absence of Elder W. T. Bradley, who was to mreach the 
Intioductory sermon, on motion, a committee of three, consisting 
of brethren John P. Morgan, of Morgan Hill, J. B. Freeman and 
E. A. Reed, was appointed, who reported Elder A. I. Justice to 
fill the vacancy. 

The churches were called and the following delegates enrolled : 

Asheville—\..H. Gorenflo and Chas. E. Lee. 

Berea.—Elder J. M. Hilliard, pastor, W. M. Porter, Zeb. V. 
Brevard, Joseph Cordell and E. A. Reed. 

Bethel—F. Sluder, Chas. Sluder and Leroy Brookshire. 

Big TIvy—John P. Morgan, proxy. 

Cane Creek.—J. B. Freeman, P. M. Freeman, R. Ashworth and 
J. H. Callahan. 

Evbenezer.—Elder A. I. Justice, pastor. 

Gash’s Creek.—W.H. Sales, R. P. Jones, Julius Sales and Wm. 
Brown. 

Flominy.—Elder W. W. Wells, pastor, and F. P. Morgan. 

Morgan Fill—John P. Morgan, J. C. Sams, R. K. Freeman. 

New Salem.—Elder 8. W. Mitchell, pastor. 

North Fork Swannanoa.—Elder W. J. Wilkie, pastor 

Turkey Creek—Elder A. I. Justice, pastor. 

Trinity —James Crook and Miss Maggie Starns. 

White Rock.—FElder E. J. Morgan, pastor, and L. W. Morgan. . 

The following visitors were present and invited to seats with us: 

Bear Wallow, Henderson Co.—J. H. Freeman, P. O. Freeman 
and Martin Pryor. : 


oh Buncombe County S. S. Convention. 


Flendersonville.—Elder Jos. E. Carter, senior editor Blue Ridge 
Baptist, and J. C. Morgan. 

Flooper’s Greek, Henderson county—Jas. Garren and Joseph 
Garren, jr. 

Salem, flenderson county.—J. T. Sales and Joseph Garren. 

Pier Grove, Henderson county—W R. Whitaker. 

Stone Mountain, McDowell county—A. W. Morgan. 

Mt. Zion Association —Elder J. C. Wilson. 

Central Association. —J. C. Olive. 

Enon church, 7; ransylvania county.—J. A. Mooney 


The following churches were not represented : 

Weaverville, Reem’s Creek, Flat Creek, French Broad, New 
Found, Zion Hill, Macedonia, Union. 

The hour for the Introductory sermon having arrived, Elder A. 
I. Justice preached from Matt. 21:28. 

Intermission. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Convention re-assembled. Prayer by Elder J. C. Wilson. 

Singing by Cane Creek and Bear Wallow choirs. 

SupjeEcT®—“Would the organization of a Buncombe County 
Baptist Sunday School Convention tend to effect a better organ- 
ization and promote a more hearty co-operation of the churches in 
the Sunday School work ?” was ably discussed, and with great 
unanimity, by Elders W. W. Wells, Jos. E. Carter, E. J. Morgan 
and eons 7. C. Sams. 


Elder Wells calls attention to the Sunday school work in Illinois; 
says their great success is attributable to their being properly or- 
ganized; thinks it would improve the efficiency and working order 
of our schools; that in the life of Christ due regard was paid to 
- order. 

Elder Carter is allowed twenty-five minutes, in which he dwells 
on the importance of a more thorough organization in order to 
have proper success, illustrating it Ly the organization of an army; 
as no army can be successful without thorough organization and 
equipment, so with the Sunday schools. 

Brother Sams says he would like to see Buncombe, the waothee 
of our counties, be the mother of the Sunday school work. Thinks 
it the very idea, one which we have long needed. 

On motion, agreed to go into the organization of a “Sunday 
School Convention” to-morrow morning. 

On motion of brother J. B. Freeman, a committee of three were 
appointed to draw up a Constitution for the Convention, consist- 
ing of brother J. C. Sams, Elders W. W. Wells and J. M. Hilliard. 

‘Adjour ned with prayer by Elder Jos. E. Carter. 
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Praise service conducted by Elder W. J. Wilkie. 

The Convention was then called to order by Chairman Wells. 

Minutes of yesterday read and approved. 

The committee on Constitution called on to report. The report 
was'then read by Elder Wells as follows : 


CONSTITUTION: 


ARTICLE I. Tnis Convention shall be known as the “‘BUNCOMBE COUNTY 
BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION.” 

Art. II. This Convention shall consist of delegates chosen by the churches, 
of which they shall be members. Every church in Buncombe county shall be 
entitled to send her pastor and two delegates, and one additional delegate for 
every twenty-five enrolled in Sunday school. 

Art. III. Its officers shall consist of a President, three Vice-Presidents, 
Secretary and Treasurer, who shall be elected annually. 

Art. IV. It shall be the duty of the President to perform such duties as are 
required of the same officer in other deliberative bodies, and in addition thereto, 
to visit as far as possible the churches of the county with a view of enlisting 
them in the interest of the objects of the Convention. 

ArT. V. It shall be the duty of the, Vice-Presidents to perform the duties 
of the President, in his absence, to arrange programmes for, and conduct, the 
Institutes hereinafter provided for, and to look after the interestgof the Con- 
vention in their respective localities. 

Art. VI. It shall be the duty of the Secretary and Treasurer to perform 
the duties usually enjoined upon such officers. 

ne VII. The objects of the Convention shall be : 

. To promote a mutual acquaintance, fraternal union, and a hearty co- 
ager ation among the churches. 

2. To improve ourselves in the Sunday School work by the free and frequent 
interchange of views as to method of work. 

3. To stimulate the mission spirit among the churches by presenting to them 
the claims of the field and giving the people an opportunity to systematically 
contribute thereto. 

Art. VIII. This Convention shall embrace all of the county of Buncombe, 
and :hall be divided into two or more sections, in each of which shall be held, 
quarterly, a Sunday: School Institute, conducted by the President, or one of 
the Vice-Presidents. Provided, however, that in the absence of the President, 
or one of the Vice-Presidents, the brethren may appoint a conductor. ' 

Art. IX. This Convention shall meet annually, at such time and place as 
may be agreed upon. 

ArT. X. This Constitution may be altered, or amended, at any regular 
meeting by a two-thirds vote of those present. 


SATURDAY, July 29th, 9 a. M. 


After remarks by Elders Wells and Hilliard, the report was 
adopted. 

On motion of Elder E. J. Morgan, a committee of five was ap- 
pointed to nominate permanent officers for the Convention, con- 
sisting of Elder E. J. Morgan and brethren E. A. Reed, I. H. 
Gorenflo, John P. Morgan, James Crook. 

On motion of brother J. B. Freeman, a committee of three was 
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appointed to district the county, consisting of brethren J. B. Free- 
man, J. C. Sams, C. E. Lee, F. Sluder and F. P. Morgan. 


The committee on nomination of officers reported as follows : 


Bors Presiden tition cao! wis ee ein he ae rire W. W. WELLS 
For Birst: Vace=Presidentel ie i) ae eee ey *. ote CS ats 
For Second Vice President, LORENA Seacrest Hers» FREEMAN. 
For @hird) Vice-Bresidentiy. 11.0600 jen sen F. M. MorGan. 
For Secretary qndisieneasunen sy son) iene . (Cras EEE 


The report of the Committee was adopted. 


The subject: “What kind of literature do our Sunday schools 
need ?” called up and discussed by C. E. Lee and John P. Morgan, 
of Morgan Hill, Elders Jos. E. Carter, E. J. Morgan and brother 
I. H. Gorenflo. (The address of C. E. Lee, by request of Conven- 
tion, will be found annexed to these minutes. ) 

On motion, the subject for this hour was postponed till the after- 
noon session. 

The subject: “Should all our families take the Blue Ridge 
Baptist ?” taken up and discussed by brother J. C. Sams and Eld. 
Jos. E. Carter. [This subject was most thoroughly discussed in 
an able and’ inexhaustive address by Elder Carter, and it was with 
regret that the Convention could not secure it for publication.— 
SECRETARY. | 

On motion, the rules were suspended and Elder Carter and sev- 
eral brethren secured a good number of subscribers to the Blue 
Ridge Baptist. 

Adjourned for intermission with benediction by Elder W. J. 
Wilkie. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 2 P. M. 


Called to order by the President. Prayer by brother I. H. 
- Gorenflo. 

On motion of brother I. H. Gorenflo, a committee of three was 
appointed on “Time and Place” of next meeting of this Conven-’ 
tion, consisting of brothers I. H. Gorenflo, L. W. Morgan, A. H. 
Pinkerton. ' sca 

The committee to district the county, reported as follows : 

“To be two Districts, with the French Broad River as the dividing line, 
giving Asheville church to the west side. East side known as District No. 1, 
and west side as District No. 2.” 

The report was adopted. 

On motion of Elder E. J. Morgan, ‘C. E. Lee was requested to 
furnish his address to the Blue Ridge Baptist for publication. 

The morning subject postponed again taken up: “Is the church 
responsible for the management and support of the school ?” and 
fully and pointedly discussed by brother I. H. Gorenflo, Elders E. 
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J. Mor gan, Jos. E. Carter and W. W. Wells. The Convention as- 
sembled seem to be united in the opinion that it is eminently a 
work of the church. 

“The subject: ‘Should our churches educate the young minis- 
ters who are not able to educate themselves ?” taken up and dis- 
cussed by Elders A. I. Justice, J. M. Hilliard, J. C. Wilson, S. W. 
- Mitchell and brother J.C. Sams. The addresses on the subject 
should have been heard by every Baptist in the county. They 
‘were filled with unquestionable proof that it is our duty. 

On motion, a collection was taken up amounting to $12.02 to 
defray expenses of printing minutes and purchase of a Secretary’s 
book. - 

The committee on time and place of next meeting reported : 

Morgan Hill church, and Friday before the fifth Sunday in September, 1883. 


Report adopted. 

In the absence of Elder A. C. Dixon, who was to preach to- 
morrow, the committee on preaching substituted Elder Jos. E. 
Carter. 

On motion adjourned till to-morrow morning 9:30 A. M., when a 
Sunday School Mass Meeting will be held. 


SUNDAY MORNING, 9:30 O'CLOCK. 


Convention called to order. President Wells in the chair. 
Prayer by Elder W. J. Wilkie. Singing, “Coronation.” 

On motion, the question of time and place of next meeting was 
re-considered. On motion, Morgan Hill church be the place, and 
the time to be designated by a call from the officers of the Con- 
vention. 

On motion, the President was requested t. appoint delegates to 
represent this body in the Western Baptist Convention. 

First subject taken up, to-wit: ‘Who should attend the Sun- 
day School ?” and discussed by brothers J. P. Morgan, Morgan 
Hill, and Dr. Robert Freeman. The conclusion reached by the 
speakers was that @// should be in the Sunday school, saint and 
sinner, old and young. 

“Second subject : “What constitutes true success in Sunday 
Schools ?” taken up and discussed by Elder J. M. Hilliard and, 
Chas. E. Lee. True success, they say, is to have an eye to soul- 
saving, prompt teachers, Godly living. consistent walking, prayer- 
fulness and a never-tiring zeal for the Master. 

Third subject : “Teacher’s preparation of himself ?” discussed 
by Elders Wells and E. J. Morgan. They say the teacher should 
prepare himself more thoroughly on account of the isms that they 
have to meet; because the children know when you are prepared; 
because it is God’s command to teach these things to our children, 
and without we prepare ourselves we are not abie to teach others. 
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On motion, the thanks of this body are due and are hereby ten- 
dered to the members of this church, and friends of this communi- 
ty, for their unbounded hospitality during our stay in their midst, 
and to Bear Wallow choir for their kind attendance and fine music. 

The hour for the sermon having arrived, Elder Jos. E. Carter 
preached to a large congregation from Phil. 5:r3-14: “Brethren, 
I count not myself to have apprehended; but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth to 
those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

After which a collection was taken up for Conventional and 
Sunday school missions amounting to $11.80. Sang, “/\m I a 
soldier of the Cross,” and benediction by Elder W. W. Wells. 

W. W. WELLS, President. 

Cuas. E. Lex, Secretary and Treasurer. 


Notre.—The Secretary regrets that he could not gather Statistics from 
enough schools to make publication of the same, but with the aid of the breth- 
ren he promises to gather them all by the next meeting. 
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WHAT LITERATURE SHOULD BE USED IN OUR SCHOOLS ? 


BY CHARLES E. 


The choice of Sunday School Liter- 
ature, though so often discussed as to 
be almost threadbare, in all of our Sun- 
day school and Associational meetings, 
has nevertheless never been brought to 
a satisfactory result. For now it seems, 
above other times in the past, we need 
a purer Biblical literature, when error 
and scisms as a_ great flood-tide are 
sweeping over us like a besom of de- 
struction, destroying manhood and con- 
taminating youth, and undermining the 
foundations of virtue and laying waste 
the principles once established “by our 
Godly forefathers, and were I to ask, 


and you to reflect, you would say it is|< 


on account of the pernicious literature 
of this day. Now, the question arises 
how are we to counteract this great 
power of evil that is abroad in the land? 
You will see at once the only remedy 
is in supplying our children with good, 
wholesome literature; in which we class 
the International Lessons, published 
all over the country with other good 
Sunday school literature. 

Some will say is not the Bible a suffi- 
cient text-book, the book of books, the 
one we studied and loved in our child- 
hood? Yes, if the choice must be 
made between it and the lesson helps, 
we emphatically say it is far better to 
have the Bible without any lesson leaves 
or other helps to study, than the very 
best of such helps without Bibles. 
Your attention is here called to the 
fact that they are called HELPS, which 
means assistance, and were never in- 
tended to supercede the Word of God, 
but merely as an auxiliary to it. There 
is no proper Sunday school work with- 
out Bibles. But we wish to show up, 
as best we can, the advantages of the 
uniform lessons in connection with the 
Bible, and the first reason is that the 
subject matter of each lesson is from 
the Bible and is the Bible, if but print- 
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ed on a fragment not larger than your 
hand. 2d. It puts within reach of the 
school better help than ever before pos- 
sessed for the preparation of the lesson, 
for it has brought together the best tal- 
ent in their preparation, men who have 
spent years of hard study, who have 
expended large sums of money in the 
purchase of ,books and in travel, all 
of which our average teachers have not 
been able to do, and we cannot suc- 
cessfully teach without a knowledge of 
these things. Look too,’at the teachers 
and see if they are generally men of 
leisure. Will you not find them men 
active in business, following the plcw, 
driving the plane, behind the counter 
and kindred occupations? Do _ they 
have the time to devote, as they should, 
to the study of the Word? Therefore, 
let us have all the help we can get, but 
with God’s solemn command before us, 
socarch, thesScmpturesta  ltiise not 
obedience to take any man’s word as a 
“thus saith the Lord” but it is the duty 
“lof every one to search for himself. 
3d. Because it so cheapens the cost of 
knowledge until it is placed within 
reach of our poorest teachers, as the 
amount of information contained in the 
lesson helps in one year, could not be 
obtained elsewhere for twenty times the 
amount through ordinary channels. 
4th. It enables teachers to aid each 
other in their work. 5th. It makes it 
possible for the heads of families to 
keep a particular line of Bible truth be- 
fore the household through all the 
week. 6th. It enables the pastor to 
render the school the most important 
and direct assistance in his ordinary 
pulpit ministrations. 7th. It enables 
the scholars to continue their studies 
when unavoidable absence would inter- 
ruptthem. 8th. It greatly assists the 
superintendent in the management of 
the school. He can consolidate classes 
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in case of absence among teachers, 
which would be impossible with any 
other system 

To the world at large it has these ad- 
vantages: 1. It makes all Sunday 
school workers mutual helpers. 2. It 
makes the world think of Bible truth. 
Even the secular press in many promi- 
nent instances, now give an exposition 
of the lessons, and no religious journal 
presumes to omit it. 3. It promotes 
iraternal feeling in :ll parts of the 
country. 4. It gives inspiration in the 
fact of so great a multitude studying 
simultaneously the same portion of 
scripture. Canada, United States, 
Mexico, New Mexico, Englend, Ire- 
land, Scotland, Norway, Sweden, Den- 
mark, France, Switzerland, Germany, 
Italy, Greece, Turkey, Syria, Burmah, 
China, Japan, Australia and the Feejee 
Islands have all been heard from, as 
having within them those who study 
and teach this series. The last reasons, 
among many which might be mention- 
ed, are, that they are very helpful to 
those who have to travel much. Go 
where they may they are at home on 
Sunday; that they have created an 
army of Bible students; that they are 
winged messengers of life to millions 
of souls. 

These reasons we think are enough 
for any one to be convinced that lesson 
helps are a strong auxiliary to the 
Word of God, We, as a denomination, 
believe in teaching the Word, pure and 
unddulterated, and to this end, fellow- 
teacher, let the Bible always be in your 
hand, and when you lay down either 
let it be the help, but you stick close to 


the fountain-head of God's eternal 
truth. : 
Educate your conscience by the 


Word of God,so you can stand and 
say as Luther did, when on trial for 
heresy, before the Diet of Worms, in 
e214) He said: “Unless I am over- 
powered and convinced by the testi- 
mony of the Scriptures, or by other 
public, distinct and obvious arguments 
and reasons, and unless I am fully satis- 
fied respecting the passages of Scripture 
which I have hitherto adduced, inso- 
much that my conscience is taken cap- 
tive by the Word of God, I neither 
can, nor will retract anything, well 
knowing it is neither safe nor advisable 


to do aught in opposition to the con- 
science. Here I stand. I cannot do 
otherwise. God help me! Amen.” 

This is what we should covet, to so 
make our conscience by the study of 
the Word as to make us face even 
death itself without a shudder before 
we would swerve from the truth. Hold 
to the truth and teach the truth. 

We would recommend to this end, 

1. Our own paper, the BLUE RIpGE 
Baptist. 2. Lhe publications of the 
American Baptist Publication Society, 
and the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Fellow teachers, not only in the 
Lesson helps do we find assistance. 
Look around you. and you will find a 
lesson in everything; at water and you 
are reminded of “the River of the water 
of life;” the wind, “the wind bloweth 
where it listeth;” birds, “the birds of 
the air have nests but the Son of Man 
hath not where to lay his head.” You 
will realize when you teach by illustra- 
tion how quickly your scholars will 
take up with it. Jesus used illustrations 
from everyday lite. 

Again, in conclusion, there is one 
book that surpasses all others in its 
authorship, its substance, its history— 
the Word of God. Its age is hoary, its 
history checquered, its preservation 
miraculous. Its range of subjects 
sweep back to our world’s birth and on 
to the day of its doom. It is an inimit- 
ably varied composition, and includes 
all grades of social ranks within its 
circle of authorship. The plowman 
and the prince, the priest and the his- 
torian, the physician and the tax-gath- 
erer have clasped hands in its author- 
ship. It sheds light on human nature 
and destiny; snatches fragments from 
superhuman and miraculous story. It 
sings in poetry and speaks in drama. 
It has healed hearts and hallowed lives 
by its presence and purity. It has 
aided other writers and enriched other’s 
lore, and diffused its influence through 
such a mass of literature that if it were 
annihilated it could be reproduced 
again, and not one thought would be 
missing. Its entrance among the 
nations has inaugurated the reign of 
mercy and truth. It has out lived 
dynasties and migrated with nations, 
and taken up its abode in marble city 
and huts of straw. It has hushed the 
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tempest of the heart, purged the pools 
of appetite, emancipated the captive 
will, and winged for higher soaring the 
eagle power of intellect. It has charm- 
ed childhood, it has been shield and 
scimitar for defence in middle-aged 
perils, it has been lamp-light for the 
valley of the shadow of death, and staft 
of strength to tottering and departing 
age. With purposes of mercy for the 
world, and a mission divine in its origin 
and sanctions, this Volume pants for 
world-wide use, and yearns to witness 
the exalting virtue of its t.uths proven 
by all kindred and tongues. To it we 
owe our civil freedom and our mental 
liberty and wealth. To it we owe our 


Bethesdas and asylums, our home in 
this life and our “Father’s house” in 
that which is to come. To the throne 
lift up that monarch volume, bow al- 
legiance to its laws, help in diffusing its 
influence by a daily exhibition of its 
beauty of holiness. In life realize its 
peace; in sorrow, its solace; in bereave- 
ment, its hope; in death, its full assur- 
ance of faith; and while immortality 
endures, prove, by the deathlessness of 
its power to glorify, that “the word of 


God endureth forever.” Finally, stick 
to the Word and remember that Helps 
are good walking-sticks, but are poor 
crutches to lean upon. 
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CANE CREEK) CHURGES 


Cane Creek Baptist church was con- 
stituted May toth, 1806, by the follow- 
ing Presbytery, to-wit: Thos. Justice, 
Perminter Morgan, Joseph Byers, Benj. 
King, Scion Blythe. Stephen Morgan, 
James Whitaker and Mosby Owen 
were ordained as Deacons. 
Whitaker was clerk. There were 11 
males and 18 females in the constitu- 
tion. On Sunday after, the Presbytery 
ordained Humphrey Posey (who was a 
member of this church) to the work of 
the ministry, and also to the pastoral 
care of the church. He remained its 
pastor and a member of the church un- 
til May 1st, 1813. Cane Wreek church 
was a member of Broad River Associa- 
tion from October after its organization 
until the organization of the French 
Broad Association in November, 1807. 


James|Salem Association. 


It was represented in that organization 
by Humphrey Posey, Stephen Morgan, 
James Whitaker, Thos. Abel and Robt. 
Pinkerton. It was a member of the 
French Broad until August, 1838, when 
it went into the organization of the 
It was represent- 
ed in that body by Bailey Bruce, J. W. 
Freeman, David Garren, Joshua Whit- 
aker, jr., and Madison Owenby. 

It was at Cane Creek church where 
the split took place in the Salem Asso- 
ciation on the Union question, which 
resulted in the holding of two Associa- 
tions at the same time and place. 

It has at present eighty-three male 
and one hundred and twenty-two female 
members in fellowship. Inseven years 
there have been over one hundred con- 


versions in its Sunday school. 


